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This isn’t about love. It’s about control. 

In this system of financial exploitation, Black women are targeted not because they 
are weak — but because they are capable and credible. Trusted. Visible. 
Connected. 

These scams exploit social capital, romantic vulnerability, and legal gray zones to 
launder money, shift liability, and vanish without consequence. 

Maya’s story is a composite drawn from multiple real-world cases. She met a 
charismatic man named Xavier — articulate, purpose-driven, full of talk about 
wellness, legacy, and economic justice. In reality, he was a seasoned manipulator 
running structured affinity scams using LLCs and emotional marketing. 

He convinced Maya not only to open a business in her name but to let him access 
her network. Through her, he gained trust — and funding — from five of her closest 
friends. All while legally tying Maya to the operation and himself to nothing. 

When it unraveled, Maya was left holding the legal liability, the broken friendships, 
and the shame — while Xavier reappeared in another city, launching another scam, 
with another woman as the face of the next LLC. 

These scams are polished. They use Instagram quotes, Canva decks, spiritual 
language, and legal paperwork that looks legitimate at first glance. They are 
reinforced by cultural silence and the protective mythology of 'Black men building 
for the culture.' 

Predators exploit legacy language and romantic attachment to position themselves 
as victims — even as they run clean scams with dirty intentions. 

These systems succeed because they hide in the space between business and 
romance. Because many women are taught to trust more than verify. Because 
community policing doesn’t always extend to emotional manipulation. 

But documentation breaks that cycle. And silence is no longer protection. 

This is not just a cautionary tale. It is a call to notice the pattern, name the behavior, 
and protect one another. Because financial abuse in the form of LLCs and love is 
still abuse — no matter how good it looks on paper. 
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The Playbook: How It Works 

1. Targeting Through Community 
The scammer comes through the culture — a mutual friend, a professional circle, 
alumni group, the gym, shared spiritual or Pan-African spaces. His image is crafted: 
purpose-driven, articulate, “building generational wealth”, “building for the 
culture”. 
He does not look like a scammer. That’s the point. 

2. The Black Woman as Bridge 
She is chosen for her network, stability, and visibility. Often it’s not just her money 
he wants — it’s access to others through her credibility. 
She may be a widow, a single mom, newly divorced, or in a season of transition. The 
common denominator? She is unprotected. She is emotionally isolated. 

3. Mission-Based Bait 
It’s always a socially conscious business: wellness, CBD, real estate for the 
diaspora, AI, recreating Rosewood, 40 acres and a mule, technology, fintech, 
sustainability. The pitch sounds righteous. The paperwork looks clean. 

4. Paper Queens, Liability Kings 
He says “we’re co-founders.” But the business is in her name. The bank accounts, 
control, backend? All his. When it falls apart, she’s the one explaining things to 
lawyers, banks, and friends. 

5. Indirect Solicitation 
There’s never a formal ask. Instead: “I’m building something big.” “We’re aligned.” 
“This opportunity won’t last.” He never asks. He positions. 

6. The Legal Shell Game 
Documents are designed to confuse — resolutions, share agreements, internal 
consents. But the numbers are off. The signatures don’t match. Her $50K shows up 
as $50 on paper. And he never signs anything that binds him. 

7. Exit via Disrespect 
Once suspicion rises, he ghosts or detonates. Accusations fly. He tells mutuals 
she’s crazy, she’s jealous, she was never serious. Sometimes he even calls her the 
scammer. And too often, people believe him. 
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Why It Keeps Working 

Because these women are not chosen at random — they are strategically selected 
for their networks, social capital, and the credibility they bring to any venture. 

Because these men run clean scams with dirty intentions — carefully built LLCs, 
polished branding, pitch decks, and Google-ready personas that make them look 
legitimate. 

Because many live double lives — sometimes married, with wives who are either 
complicit, coached, or conditioned to look the other way. 

Because name changes, aliases, and third-party incorporators allow them to 
launder reputations through legal documents — forming companies in other 
people’s names, controlling assets from behind the curtain. 

Because Black women are often told to take the blame — “You should’ve known 
better.” “You fell too fast.” But due diligence doesn’t work when the deception is 
designed to pass every basic check. 

Because the legal system doesn’t address fraud that hides inside relationships. If 
the paperwork looks right, and there was “consent,” the law often shrugs. 

Because silence isn’t just encouraged — it’s engineered. 

What Makes These Scams So Effective 

- Strategic Branding 
These men don’t operate in the shadows. They have Instagram quotes, 
Canva decks, custom logos, and a clean Google presence. Their branding 
isn’t just for show — it’s a weapon that makes them appear legitimate. 
 

- LLC Shell Games 
They form multiple companies, often across states and under the names of 
women they’re dating or married to. On paper, they own nothing. In practice, 
they control everything. 
 

- Polite Manipulation 
They don’t push — they position. They let the woman “volunteer” to help, 
offer funds, or become a co-founder. Then later, they deny ever asking: “That 
was your choice.” 
 

- Marriage as Cover 
Some are legally married — and the marriage isn’t a secret. It’s part of the 
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disguise. It gives the illusion of accountability while providing a built-in 
excuse when things fall apart. 
 
 

- Spiritual & Cultural Language 
They speak in familiar terms — divine timing, generational wealth, Black 
excellence, purpose, healing. It’s not just romance — it’s emotional 
marketing wrapped in shared identity. 
 

- Reputation Laundering Through Women 
Each woman becomes the alibi for the last. “If I was so bad, why is she still 
with me?” Silence from past partners helps them appear clean to the next 
one. 

What to Look For 

-You’re being rushed into co-founding something without clear terms 
- Your name is on business docs you didn’t write or fully understand 
- You’ve wired large amounts of money to someone you’re romantically involved 
with 
- The business seems real, but there’s no operational activity, sales, or proof of 
use 
- You feel confused, but can’t pinpoint why 

Protecting Yourself: Concrete Steps 

Before investing or partnering: 
- Request a full business and personal background check 
- Insist on separate legal representation 
- Create payment schedules with deliverables 
- Document all verbal agreements 

If you’re already involved: 
- Save texts, emails, and record conversations (where legal) 
- Consult with a financial fraud attorney 
- File reports with police and FBI IC3 
- Reach out to other potential victims 
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This Is Not Your Fault 

These scams are designed to make you feel complicit, embarrassed, or “too 
educated to fall for this.” That’s part of the manipulation. 

You were chosen because you are trusted, connected, and respected. 

This is not about bad choices. This is about calculated deception — and a system 
that allows predators to keep winning because victims are too ashamed to speak. 

Final Note 

If this feels familiar, you are not alone. 
If this feels like someone you know, you’re probably right. 

Let this serve as documentation. 
Let it be a warning. 
Let it be a pattern-breaker. 

Because if he’s done it once, he’s doing it again. 

Resources 

- Financial Fraud Assistance Hotline 
- Legal Aid for Financial Exploitation 
- Black Women’s Financial Recovery Network 
- Report anonymously: publicrecordswatch@proton.me 

Further Reading 

www.publicrecordswatch.org 

About Public Records Watch 

Public Records Watch is an independent research project focused on civil litigation 
patterns, fraud documentation, and legal system loopholes. We compile publicly available 
filings, court records, and source interviews to highlight repeat behaviors that often go 
unnoticed. Our work centers on transparency, not accusation — and our goal is to 
inform, not sensationalize.   
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